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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed March 15, 2007 fails to comply with 
the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97, 1 .98 and MPEP § 609 because the copies of the 
Japanese Foreign Documents were not provided. It has been placed in the application 
file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered as to the merits. 
Applicant is advised that the date of any re-submission of any item of information 
contained in this information disclosure statement or the submission of any missing 
element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes of determining compliance with 
the requirements based on the time of filing the statement, including all certification 
requirements for statements under 37 CFR 1 .97(e). See MPEP § 609.05(a). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 

Patent No. 6,937,992 to Benda et al. in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication 

No. 2002/0042735 to Narahara et al. 

Regarding claim 1 , Benda discloses a system comprising: a part order quantity 
computing means for computing a part order quantity to be directed to the part supplier 
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(col. 5, lines 41-44; col. 6, lines 30-44); first inventory quantity computing means for 
inputting incoming quantity information and outgoing quantity information of the orderer 
of the parts and for computing a quantity of inventory of the parts at one of the stages 
(col. 4, lines 20-39; col. 19, lines 24-40; col. 20, lines 30-53); second inventory quantity 
computing means for inputting incoming quantity information and the outgoing quantity 
information of the orderer of the parts and for computing quantities of inventory of the 
parts at the other stages (col. 4, lines 20-39; col. 19, lines 24-40; col. 20, lines 30-53); 
inventory information sending means for sending information on the quantity of 
inventory of the parts at the one of the stages and quantity of inventory of the parts at 
the other stages via transmitting means (col. 4, lines 28-39; col. 19, lines 41-54; col. 20, 
lines 20-22; col. 20, lines 30-41); and inventory managing means for consolidating he 
sent inventory (col. 4, liens 28-39; col. 19, lines 41-54; col. 6, lines 43-50). 

However, Benda does not explicitly disclose the inventory managing means 
outputs the quantity of inventory of the parts computed by the second inventory quantity 
computing means as the subject to subtraction quantity of inventory in coputing the part 
order quantity. 

Narahara, on the other hand, teaches the inventory managing means outputs the 
quantity of inventory of the parts computed by the second inventory quantity computing 
means as the subject to subtraction quantity of inventory in coputing the part order 
quantity (paragraph 20; paragraph 116). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the system of Benda, to include the inventory 
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managing means outputs the quantity of inventory of the parts computed by the second 
inventory quantity computing means as the subject to subtraction quantity of inventory 
in coputing the part order quantity, as taught by Narahara, in order to enhance the 
efficiency of production (Narahara, paragraph 96). 

Conclusion 

The prior art. made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,712,989 to Johnson et al. discloses a requisition and inventory 
management system, which employs a host computer and a local computer. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,933,354 to Shimada et al. discloses a system for controlling 
physical distribution pallets, which includes setting up forwarding plan of pallets and to 
accomplish physical distribution in a smooth manner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marissa Thein whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6764. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ryan Zeender can be reached on 571-272-6790. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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